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Bulgaria: BULGARGAZ Requests Cut in Natural Gas Price
The State natural gas supplier BULGARGAZ asked the state energy commission to approve a cut in 
the price of the natural gas by 33.1% to BGN 365.03 (€186.6) per 1,000 cubic metres, VAT excluded,
as of 1st July.  The company earlier projected a contraction of around 30%.  The reduction is based on
lower international prices of alternative fuels and US dollar depreciation against Euro.  The energy 
commission cut natural gas prices by 11.18% to 545.97 per 1,000 cubic metres (VAT excluded) as of
1st April. Natural prices are forecast to fall by 10-15% as of 1st October.

Source: Intelli News

France: CHAFFOTEAUX to Lay Off Staff
Management at CHAFFOTEAUX ET MAURY announced its plan to lay off between 147 and 207 
people from its production site near St Brieux, France.  The statement was given during an ATG 
shareholders’ meeting near Paris.

Two options are taken into account by the company.  The first option is for 207 people to lose their 
jobs and to keep only 41 people working in R&D.  The second option is ask for efforts from the local 
government, cancelling professional and land taxes for 4 years, exploring for a more convenient work
site and allowing temporary unemployment for the entire of 2009. In this option, 147 people would be
asked to leave.

CHAFFOTEAUX’s site in Ploufragan, near St Brieux, is now employing 250 people and was taken 
over by ATG (former MTS) in 2001, when it still employed 800 people.

Source: Le Point
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Germany: E.ON to Sell 13 Power Stations
German energy giant E.ON AG has agreed to sell 13 power plants to Austrian electric utility, 
VERBUND. The move is meant to allay EU anti-trust concerns.

Both companies agreed not to divulge the sale price for the plants, which have a combined capacity 
of 312 megawatts and are situated along the river Inn in the German state of Bavaria.

VERBUND said the transaction would be sealed in the third quarter of 2009, pending approval by the
European Commission.

The deal is part of E.ON's commitment to the EU Commission, made last year, to divest itself of 5,000
megawatts of generating capacity, as well as its high voltage power lines in Germany.

Including the sale to VERBUND, E.ON has reportedly struck deals equivalent to shedding 3,200 
megawatts. E.ON has announced plans to swap power plants with Belgium's ELECTRABELl and has
also transferred stakes in plants to German utility ENERGIE BADEN-WÜERTTEMBERG AG.

Source: www.dw-world.de

Italy: New Solar Thermal Technology
The Italian flat plate collector manufacturer COSTRUZIONI SOLARI, has announced the production 
of new solar collectors, called SLIM.  The SLIM  is only 45 mm thick and has improved aesthetic 
profile leaving the performance unchanged.  Due to the versatility, SLIM solar collectors are suitable 
for a wide range of residential and commercial buildings.

The SLIM collectors have been introduced to the Italian solar thermal market.  The company also 
plans to start selling abroad in the near future.

Source: www.costruzionisolari.it
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Slovakia: JAVYS and ČEZ Will Build a New Nuclear Power Station in
Slovakia
The representatives of JAVYS and CEZ energy companies have signed the shareholder agreement 
that will allow the establishment of a joint venture for building a new nuclear power station at 
Jaslovské Bohunice, Slovakia.

JAVYS will have 51% share while CEZ Group will own 49% in the joint venture.

The project schedule will be specified after completion of the feasibility study in 2010. The purpose of
the feasibility study is to explore the conditions of the regime, to evaluate the suitability of individual 
available technologies, to describe the project is commercial provision, funding and economic 
evaluation. A pressurised-water reactor complying with the requirements of Slovak legislation, and 
licenceable in the other EU countries, will be used.

The nuclear energetics in the Czech Republic and in Slovakia was built on the base of a unified 
nuclear program in the former Czechoslovakia. Within the former Czechoslovak nuclear program, 
nuclear power stations at Jaslovské Bohunice (SR) and Dukovany (CZ) were built and at the same 
time the building of the power stations of Temelín (CZ) and Mochovce (SR) were started. CEZ 
finished two blocks at Temelín (CZ) only after the year 2000; SLOVENSKE ELEKTRARNE launched 
two blocks at Mochovce (SR) in the end of  the1990s; last year it decided to add the 3rd and the 4th 
block as well.

Source: www.cez.cz
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Slovakia: Scrappage for Boilers Funds Fully Drawn
EKOFOND together with its founder SLOVENSKY PLYNARENSKY PERMYSLE. (SPP) on 1st June 
2009 announced the special event 'Scrappage for Boilers'.

The aim of the action was to support the exchange of old, environmentally inefficient heating 
equipment for new, modern natural-gas based condensation boilers. Funds amounting to€222,500 
which the non-investment fund EKOFOND had set aside for this purpose were fully drawn up by 10th 
June 2009.  EKOFOND allocated the contribution for condensing boilers to 388 applicants and a 
contribution for condensing boilers with a solar panel system to 52 applicants.

In 2009, EKOFOND will not project any other scrappage round; the customers however, can 
continuously use bonuses for condensing boilers offered by some dealers. Those consumers 
interested in solar systems have the opportunity to apply for a state grant guaranteed for this purpose.

Consumers submitted scrapping slips containing a confirmation of environmentally friendly liquidation
at collection yards for old heating elements, these mainly included, gas, solid-fuel boilers and heating
stoves.

Source: www.spp.sk

Slovakia: TATRAMAT Plan Job Cuts
The Slovak producer of water heaters, TATRAMAT, has announced that it will cut 26 jobs in its plant 
in Poprad in Slovakia.  The company admitted that the international credit crunch had a negative 
impact on export sales, while the domestic market seems to perform relatively well.

Source: www.pravda.sk

Spain/ Portugal: AMPER CENTRAL SOLAR Acquired
Spanish renewable energy and construction firm ACCIONA ENERGIA INTERNATIONAL S.A.U. 
which belongs to conglomerate ACCIONA GROUP), and Japanese trading house MITSHUBISHI 
CORP. have aquired joint control of AMPER CENTRAL SOLAR SA, a Portuguese wholesale supplier
of electricity.

Source: www.forbes.com
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Thailand: STIEBEL ELTRON Production Plant Opened
Germany's STIEBEL ELTRON GROUP opened a plant in Ayutthaya, Thailand, with a current capacity
of 200,000 water heaters annually. Initially, the plant is expected to produce about half  this number of
units, mostly under the STIEBEL ELTRON and AEG brand names. These will be sold in Thailand, 
which has a large water heater market and will also be exported to Singapore, the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Laos, Cambodia, Burma, Sri Lanka, Hong Kong, China and South America.

The plant was completed with an investment of about U.S. $2.5 million. The company owns 
manufacturing plants in Germany, the Slovak Republic and China.

Source: www.appliancemagazine.com

United Kingdom: BAXI Discusses Merger
BAXI, is reported to be in talks over a €1.7billion (£1.4 billion) merger with DE DIETRICH REMEHA 
GROUP, its Dutch rival. The move would help BAXI to cut its £445 million debts. It is understood that
BAXI's private equity owners, BC PARTNERS and ELECTRA PARTNER,would inject €100 million as
part of the deal.

Source: The Times

United Kingdom: BRITISH GAS to Acquire Energy Consulting
CENTRICA Plc, through its BRITISH GAS Business division, announced that it has acquired 
ENERGY AND BUILDING MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS LIMITED for a cash consideration of up to 
£3.2 million. The business combines energy management and consulting services with the capability 
to design, install, maintain and repair building control systems.  This acquisition strengthens BRITISH
GAS Business's position in the UK's expanding business energy services market, which it entered last
year through the acquisition of BMSi. This market is expected to grow to £2 billion over the next five 
years as businesses seek to reduce energy costs and carbon emissions.

BRITISH GAS supplies gas and electricity to UK residential and business customers and provides 
central heating and gas appliance installation services.

Source: www.nexis.com
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United Kingdom: REDRING Unveils Water Heating Focus
REDRING has unveiled a comprehensive range of water heating products, after a restructure 
prompted by the takeover of parent group APPLIED ENERGY by GLEN DIMPLEX.

REDRING will now market all water heaters in the DIMPLEX group below 80 litres capacity. An 
example is the 'Powerstream Ascari'.

The firm has traditionally reached the market through electrical wholesalers and is now targeting 
plumbing and heating installers in a bid to grow market share.  Moving into the DIMPLEX family 
allows REDRING to focus on their core strengths of water heating and water management.

Space heating products previously sold under the REDRING brand will now be sold by DIMPLEX.

Source: www.hvnplus.co.uk
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Monthly Special: '09 HVAC Report (Boilers, Water Heaters, 
Furnaces, A/C) NOW Available!
BRG CONSULT is pleased to announce the publication of its final 2009 report on the US heating and
cooling markets.  Products included in the report are:

o Boilers (wall-hung gas condensing, wall-hung gas non-condensing, floor standing gas condensing, 
floor standing gas non-condensing, jet burner condensing, jet burner non-condensing, solid fuel, 
electric)

o Furnaces (gas condensing, gas non-condensing, electric, oil)

o Water Heaters (combi, indirect cylinders separate, oil, solar storage tanks, gas tankless condensing,
gas tankless non-condensing, gas storage condensing residential and commercial, gas storage non-
condensing residential and commercial, electric tankless, electric storage residential and commercial).
An overview of the market for 'water heating boilers' is also given this year.

o Air-Conditioners (window/wall units, portable AC units, mini-splits, condensing units, air-to-air heat 
pumps, air handlers, residential packaged ACs, PTACs).

The report also includes a short overview of different radiator markets in the USA (steel panel 
radiators, towel warmers, decorative, aluminium, cast iron).

Full reports for the Solar Thermal Market (flat plate collectors, vacuum collectors, unglazed collectors,
solar storage tanks) and the Solid Fuel Boiler Market (logwood boilers, pellet boilers, woodchip 
boilers, coal/fossil fuel boilers and other solid fuel boilers), as well as the Canadian HVAC market will
be published at the end of July 2009.

These 2009 BRG industry reports give information on the market size in $ and units, a ten-year 
market history, five-year product forecasts, product segmentation, 2008 manufacturers market shares
and end use analysis.  The reports also include a background information with details on the country's
economy, the construction market, the distribution sector, detailed market data, as well as the profiles
of suppliers and distributors.

To get your copy of one these reports, please contact Marie Vermeulen or Evan Wehmeyer at BRG 
CONSULT (mvermeulen@brgconsult.com, ewehmeyer@brggroup.com).

Source: BRG CONSULT NORTH AMERICA
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